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Chan Sue Meng 
Author of “Road to Revolution: Dr. Sun Yat Sen and His Comrades in Ipoh” 
 
Sue Meng is a public relations, corporate communications and corporate social 
responsibility practitioner. Her experience spans across the airline, hospitality, art and 
heritage, and financial services industries. She is an alumna of the University of Leeds 
where she graduated with an MA in Asia Pacific Studies, and she has lived, worked 
and studied in Malaysia, Singapore, UK and China. 
 
In 2011, she took a sabbatical from work, in China and embarked on her long-desired 
journey to learn more about her great great grandfather, Lee Guan Swee who had 
been a loyal friend and a staunch supporter of Chinese revolutionary, Dr. Sun Yat 
Sen, lauded as the “Father of Modern China”. 
 
It didn’t take her long to realise that the wealthy tin mining town of Ipoh, where Lee 
had lived, had been a hub of revolution activities in the early 20th century. It was an 
untold story, forgotten even by locals in Ipoh. Published by the Sun Yat Sen Nanyang 
Memorial Hall (SYSNMH) in Singapore (part of the National Heritage Board), “Road 
to Revolution, Dr. Sun Yat Sen and his Comrades in Ipoh” (currently only available 
in English edition) pins down and informs of some 25 people and places - who and 
what they were, and how they had supported Sun's cause. Professor Wang Gungwu in 
his foreword wrote, “She has not been content to pursue her family’s story but has 
pushed forward to find new dots to connect”. Many places in the book are still around 
today even if they no longer serve their earlier 'revolutionary' missions. A concertina-
style map at the end of the book allows the reader to embark on a tour of these 
historical sites which Professor Wong Sin Kiong in his prologue noted to be ‘… the 
greatest contribution of this book …”. 
 
The first of its kind to be done for the state of Perak, of which Ipoh is capital, this 
publication is part of the “Dr. Sun Yat Sen in Nanyang Series” with its counterpart, 
‘Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s Heritage Trail in Singapore’ (Chinese edition, also published by 
SYSNMH). It also complements the ‘Dr. Sun Yat Sen Historical Trail’ in Hong 
Kong. 
 
“Road to Revolution: Dr. Sun Yat Sen and His Comrades in Ipoh” was launched on 
December 2013 at the SYSNMH. To read about the launch in Straits Times Life, 
click on the following link:  



http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/show/2013/12/13/six-saved-villa-sun-yat-sen 
 

 
 
Above: Book cover and contents 
 

 
 
13th December 2013: Above image of presentation of books launched that evening to 
guest of honour, Mr Desmond Lee, Minister of State, Ministry of National 
Development (5th from right), VIP guest, Professor Wang Gungwu (6th from right), 
authors of three books launched that evening: 1st, 2nd (Chan Sue Meng) and 3rd from 
left, the general manager of the SYSNMH, Shaun Phua (1st from right) and members 
of the board of SYSNMH 2nd, 3rd and 4th from the right). 
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